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SUBJECT: TORRUOS VISIT TO SPAIN 

REF: STATE 233764 

1 . THE VISIT TO SPAIN OCTOBER 3 OP PANAMANIAN CHIEP OP 
GOVERNMENT OMAR TORRUOS RECEIVED BRIEF COVERAGE IN THE 
MADRID PRESS, WHICH NOTED THAT THE VISIT WAS UNOPPICIAL. 
HIGHLIGHTED BY THE PRESS WAS TORRUOS' OWN DECLARATION 
THAT PRIME MINISTER SUAREZ WAS PI EASED WITH THE TREATY. 
SPECIPIC QUOTES AS REPORTED IN THE PRESS POLLOW: 

-PANAMANIAN REACTION IP THE US DID NOT RATIPY: 

"WE WOULD CROSS OURSELVES AND PRAY". 

-PANAMANIAN OPINION OF THE TREATY: "ON OCTOBER 31, 

MORE THAN 800,000 PEOPLE WILL HAVE TO SHOW THEMSELVES 
EITHER IN PAVOR OF IT OR AGAINST IT. HOW THEY VOTE WILL 
BE ON THEIR CONSCIENCES". 

-EXPECTED OUTCOME IN THE US SENATE: "EVEN PRESIDENT 
CARTER DOESN'T KNOW THAT". 
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-US OPPONENTS OP RATIPICATION: "POLITICALLY SHORT- 
SIGHTED AND MENTAL MIDGETS". 

-CANAL HISTORY: "BEAR IN MIND THAT THE TREATY IN 
PERPETUITY OVER THE CANAL WAS SIGNED BY PANAMA WITH A 
PISTOL AT ITS TEMPLE. THIS WAS CARRIED OUT BECAUSE IT 
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WAS A MATTER OF A NEW REPUBEIC, SOMETHING WHICH IN MODERN 
TIMES WOULD NOT HAPPEN AGAIN". 

-US BASES IN PANAMA: IF THE TREATY IS RATIFIED, 

1 1 OF THEM WOULD DISAPPEAR, WITH 3 REMAINING UNTIL THE 
YEAR 2000, WHEN "A PANAMANIAN AIRPLANE WOULD CARRY OUT 
THE LAST AMERICAN SOLDIER, AS A GESTURE OF COURTESY". 

-TALKS WITH SUAREZ AND FONMIN OREJA: "WE TALKED 
ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF KEEPING THE CANAL OPEN TO THE 
PEACEFUL TRAFFIC OF ALL THE WORLD'S SHIPS, OF WHATEVER 
FLAG, 365 DAYS A YEAR. PRIME MINISTER SUAREZ SHOWED 
HIMSELF IN AGREEMENT WITH THIS POLICY". 

-OTHER POSSIBLE CANALS: (ACKNOWLEDGING THE PRESENT 
CANAL COULD SOME DAY BE OF LITTLE USE) "BUT THERE IS NO 
DOUBT THAT THE FOUR BEST ROUTES FOR CROSSING THE CONTIN- 
ENT ARE IN PANAMA, SO IF A NEW CANAL IS TO BE BUILT, 

IT SHOULD BE DONE IN PANAMA, NOT BECAUSE WE ARE THE MOST 
SIMPATICOS, BUT BECAUSE IT WOULD BE THE MOST ECONOMICAL. 

-PURPOSE OF HIS TRIP: TO EXCHANGE IDEAS WITH THE 
PRINCIPAL USERS OF THE CANAL "SO THAT THEY MAY KNOW 
PERSONALLY THE CLASS OF GOVERNMENT WHICH IS GOING TO BE 
ACQUIRING RESPONSIBILITIES IN THE OPERATION AND DEFENSE 
OF THE CANAL, AT THE SAME TIME TO TRY TO CHANGE THE 
IMAGE WHICH A SECTOR OF THE INTERNATIONAL PRESS HAS OF 
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THE CHIEF OF THE PANAMANIAN GOVERNMENT, WHOM THEY 
CONSIDER A LOUD-MOUTHED GENERAL WHO IS A FRIEND OF FIDEL 
AND OF QADDAFI, AND WHO SEEMS AT TIMES RIGHTIST AND AT 
OTHERS, COMMUNIST". 

2. THE FOREIGN MINISTRY'S SUBDIRECTOR GENERAL FOR IBERO- 
AMERICA (BERMEJO) TOLD EMBOFF THAT THERE HAD BEEN 
NOTHING UNUSUAL TO THE VISIT: TORRIJOS HAD MADE HIS 
PITCH REGARDING AGREEMENT ON THE CANAL, AND THE GOS, 
WHICH WAS GENUINELY PLEASED TO SEE AGREEMENT REACHED, 
EXPRESSED ITS PLEASURE AT THE ACCOMPLISHMENT. (NO 
GOS STATEMENTS WERE MADE PUBLIC HERE IN CONNECTION WITH 
TORRIJOS' VISIT.) STABLER 
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